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IN FIVE ACTS. 


By Lieut. General JOHN BURGOYNE. 


AS PERFORMED AT THE 
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Mr DEAR Loxp, 
. connection and friendſhip, as 

well a the partiality I know you 
will entertain in favour of any attempt at 


LI, 


F comes to C 
ry", 


tranquility I enjOyed 


ſummers at Knowſley. 

1 long intended, u, your Lordſhip can 
win, » hogp GO huthor 
concealed. After the facceſs with which 


the Play bas been honoured, I muſt ex- 


pect that the change of my deſign will be 


imputed by many to vanity : ] ſhall ſabmir, 
without murmuring, to that belief, it I 
ME may 


DEDICATION. 


J. BURGOYNE. 
be, Feb. n, 1786. | 
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PROLOGUE: 


PROLOGUR 


by ah Right Hem. RICHARD FITZPATRICK. 


Spoken by Mr. Kine. | 


$ ſprightly fanbeams gild the face of day, - _ _ 

When low ri ng tempeſts calmly glide «way, 
So when the Poer's dark horizon clears, ; 
Army'd in ſmiles, the Epilogue appears. 4 
She, of that houſe the eh emblem fill, 
Whole brilliant ſpeakers ſtart what themes they will, 
Still varying topicks for her ſportive rhymes 
From all the follies of theſe fruirfu/ times, 
Uncheck'd by forms, with flippant hand may cull, 
Prologues, like Peers, by privilege are dull. 
In folems firain addrefs th? aſſembled Pit, 
The legal judges of dramatic wit, 
Confining fill with dignified decorum, 
Their obſervations, —to the Play before em. 
Now when each batchelor a belpmate lacks, 
(That fweet exemption from a double Tax) 
When laws are fram'd with a benignant plan 
Of lightning burdens on the married man, 
To all thoſe comforts he conferr's before, 
To fmooth the rough laborious road to fame | 
Our bard has choſen—an alluring name. 
As wealth in wedlock oft is known to hide 
The imperſections of a homely bride, 
This tempting title, he perhaps expefts, © 
May heighten beauties, —and conceal defects: 
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Thus fixty's wrinkles, view'd thro' fortune's glab, 
The fy dimples of e 
Ofriooks her perſon, and adores—— her lend ; 
His bearrfelt pangs d groves -, vents, 
And runs diſtracted for—ber three per cents. 

Will thus the Poet's mimic Heireſs nd, 
The bridegroom critic to ber failings blind, 
Who claims, alas! his aicer tatte to hit, 
The Lady's portion paid in ferfing wit? 
On your decrees, to fix her future fate, 
Depends our Heireſs for her whole citate : 
Rich in your finiles, ſhe charms th' admiring town ; 
A very bankraye, Thould you chance to frown: 
O may « verdift, giv in your applauſe, 
Prenounce the profp'rous iſſue of her cauſe, 
Confirm the name an anxious parent gave her, 
And prove her Heuefs of —the Public Favour ! 


DRAMATIS PERSONE. 


Mr. KING. 
Mr. SMITH. 

Mr. PALMER. 

Mr. PARSONS. 
Mr. BADDELEY: 
Mr. BANNISTER, jun. 
Mr. R. PALMER. 
Mr. AICKIN. 


Chairmen, Servants, &c. 
WOMEN. - 


Mis FARREN. 
Mis POPE. 
| Mm CROUCH. 
Mrs. BOOT H. 
* TIDSWELL 
Mis. WILSON. 
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EPILOGUE. 


Spoken by Miſs ade. 


T ar Comic Muſe, whodere conſis her cine, 
To court your offerings, and accepts of mine, 

Sends me to ſtate an anxious author's plea, 

And wait with humble hope this Court's decree. 

By no Prerogative will ſhe decide, 

She vows, an Engliſh Jury is her pride. 
Then for our Heireſs forced from finer air, 

That lately fann'd her plumes in Berkeley-fquare ; 
Will the be leihe in her new refort, 

And find no friends about the inns of court? 

Sages be candid—tho' you hate a knave, 
Sure, for example, you'll a Rightly fave. 
Be kind for once ye clerks—ye ſportive firs 
Who haunt our Theatres in boots and ſpurs, 
So may you ſafely preſs your nightly hobby, 
Run the whole ring—and end it in the lobby. 
Lovers of ruth, be kind ; and own that here 


. That love is firain'd as far as it will bear. 


Pets may write — Philoſophers may dream 
But would the world bear truth ia the extreme ? 
What, not one Blandifh left behind! not one! 
Poets are mute, and Painters all undone: 

Where are thoſe charms that Nature's term fur vive, 


The maiden bloom that glows at forty-fve ? 


Truth takes the pencil —wwrinkles—frechles —ſquint, 
The whole's tranform'd, the very devil's in't, 


Dimples turn ſcars, the ſmile becomes a frow! ! 
The hair the ivy-buſb, the face the owl. 


i 9-3 

But hall an aua mock the flatt'rer's power? | 
Oh might-you ol] be HlandiGer thi ber! 
Then would the candid jurors of the Pit, 4 
Grant their mild paſſport to the realms of Wit ; 
Then would I mount the car where dft I ride, 
And place the favour'd culprit by my fide. 

To aid our flight—one faſhionable hin. 
Wie learn "—obſerve it Ladies —** France's Queen } 
© Loves, like our own, a heart-dicefted ſcene; | 
* And while each thought the weighs, esch beauty ſcan 
Breaks, in one night's applauſe, a ſcore of fans”. _ 

| [beating her fan againſt ber 
Adopt the mode, ye Belles—fo end my prattle, 
And ſhew how you'll outdo a Bourbon Rattle. 


